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Tanto facilius honores affequebantur, tanto magis in ipfis honoribie collegas [wos anteibant ; 


tanto plus apud’ Principem gratia, 


plus auttoritatis apud Patres, plus notitie ac nominis 
apud Plebem parabant. Hi clientelis etiam exterarum nationum redundabant. Hos iturt 
in provincias Magiftratus reverebantur, hos reverfi colebant. Hos & Prature & Conja- 
latus vocare ultro videbantur: Hi ne privati quidem fine poteftate erant, cum « Populum 
c» Senatum confilio & auctoritate regerent. 


~~ Quiné&tilian. 
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7. | ) 

HE Coffee-Houfe Orators, now in the Service 
k of the Whigs, and fome of their Puny Wri- 
it ters gave out, that if we would but flay to 
d, B~ the end of the Jaf Sefton of Parliament, we 
it fhould have a very furprizing Account of 


* B things, and all the Abominations of the Tories fhould 
0 Bi be difplay'd in full Light, and their Country warn’d to 
'y B withdraw their Affections for ever from that Side. 
b- Bi Their Champions and Firff-rate Authors would then be at 
If Bcifure to Write ; and as a good Omen of future Suc- 
L Beefs, the Whigs defpair'd not of carrying it by a vaft Ma- 
ut Bi iority of Pamphlets and Libels. This Menace was flrong- 
fy org’: and fo often repeated, that ir had fome’ Effect 

of Beyen upon me, who always read the Works. of the 
'¢ B Party backwards, out of a full Conviction of their 


8 Bknown Antipathy to Truth: Tho’ I might have con-, 


vit Hh fider'd, that the Parliament all along aéted with fo much 


v' Wthat more immediately, concern’d the pnblick Good,, 


























them to think it worth their Notice ; and there are few, 
Things which they cam fay, now the #doufes are up,,that. 
will be more Falfe, Scurrilous and Impudent, than what 
they. openly Printed and Publifh’d, whilft they were 
ity For as to Truth, Fact, fair Reafoning, and 
dear Argument, I never expect to find the ableft De- 
fenders of fuch a Caufé arm’d with thofe Weapons, 
which no Sett of Men will wear, who are more devoted. 
to Intereft than Honour. Bur if I have all along been 
miftakeg in thefe Paper-Bulles, and have entertain’d a, 
wrong A pprehenfion of their Preparations, it fhall bea, 
Warhing to me how I am, mifled for the future, in be- 
heving tnem to be more Formidable than they really, 
até. ‘Ihave therefore aid afide all Thoughts of eats 
up Another’ Paper by the Week, boot L imagined, 
finday and Friday would hardly be fafficient, during. 
he prefent Unparliacnentary Interval, to anfwer the De- 
tands'that were like to be made on me, for detecting, 
offyes: ‘anfwering of Cavils, and removing that mighty, 
fad of Filth and Ordour, which was threaten’d to_ be 
our'd down upon me- from the Impure Canal of the 
es. All thefe frightful Symptoms of a bloody Paper- 
‘at are entirely vanifh’d; There is a perfect } rought 
f Scandal ; whence the Underling Wii ee inclin’d to, 
Hognofticate very terrible ‘Things. rey; fay, their 
pends are all filent: There is nothing, new ftsring, 

ci Hickney Writers, have not furnilhd their Quota s, 
ley Who ftill Drudge ony talk of little elfe but the 
oming of the Pretender, which, is now:the dulleft Jeft 
tant';‘arid unlefs they could get it enrolld among the. 
Lindon Crys, no Good can be expected from it. Thus 

BS ftand at prefent ; and if good, Senfe depends up-, 
THonefty, whieh the Pittion are like to improve, no. 
Mortal can forefee. , Mott. of the’ late aupblets of. 
ich Tam as Gentle a Reader,as fuch Gentle Writers can 
tire, fpend themfelves altogether upon the Affair of 
te Bill of Commerce, which is charg’d upon the Mynifiry.. 
in their’ Friends in’ Parliament, as a piece of Manage- 
nent fiffiticnt fo teffen them in the grateful Sentiments, 
eit Country had fo juftly eittertain'd of them: This 
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ce ete 





i Bi Moderation, and were fo refolutely Intenéupon Affairs. 


°C Birhat the Barking of the rigs could not, poffibly divert_ 


™ 


they imagine the ‘Zories can never anfwer; and there- 
fore Was them with Lis impudently Printed of thafe: 
who divided For and Again ts Bill, not forgetting to 
Stigmatize even thofe who were on. rheir ho with a, 
Mark of Reproach ; as if they really intended to deter 
them from ever Voting with the Whigs again. Now 
fince they have raifed rad a mighty Clamour upon this 
Bill, I fhall examine the whole Bulinefs to the Bottom ; 
and queftion not but to make it appear, that the Part 
the: Tories a&ted init, both thofe who Voted Fir and 
thofe who Voted Againff it, was agreeable ro Juftice and 
Honour : And chat if any Ill was intefided, it ought to 
be Jaid wholly at the Door of the Whigs. 1 will not 
argue as fome Men do, who fet the many great Things 
the. Adiniffry and their Friends have done this Soffian tor. 
our Ales and all Farepe, for the Protcjant Religion, for 
the;Honour, Safety and Repofe of Great Britain, for the 
Church, the Prerogative, the Trading and Landed, Iie 
tereft, and for the Collective Body of the People, againft, 


or aMiftake: The Whigs would be glad of fuch a Con- 
ceffion:to make. Norfe with, which:they fhall never 
boaft of obtaining ar my Hands: For fuch Strefs do 
they Jay on it, that’ their, own Writers give up all the 
bright Part of. the Tories Character, for the fike of 
fixing,this one Blemifh upon them. 1 know they, dare 
not deny the: great Things this Adini/fry hath done: 
Theis own Rujy will force. them to ‘own that Truth, 
which is the only one,they will fuffer for. But to thew. 
them, that the prefent Adminiftratjon is as perfect, as 
theirs was, faulty and abardal fhall readily join Mue 
with them upon the. main Obj ipa they are pleafed ta, 
make,:to it; the Bill of Commercé;. And when J haye 
trac'd this Affair to its firft Rife, have, {tript, it of, hols 
falfe Difguifes which they have wrapt.it-in, apd ; fre 

my. Readers from, the Perplexity they had.ran. them 
into, by Schemes, Accounts, andintricate Srates of Trade, 
and Commerce, fome, of which, ypon)a . Refort.to,the 
Books, appear to.be fo very Fale mt this alone were, 
enough to make. one fufpect. whatever. fuch Weiress ads 
vance, and the reft. depend fo .very much Upp hAa 
Selfnrereft and: Prejudice, and are ) fo full o Unger= 
tainties aud remote Conjectures, that there is’ no. builds 
ing, any folid Judgmens.upon, them, at leaft, by thofe 
vho.are not perfest-Mafters of Pe mhole Myftery, of tha 
Brinfh, Trade, and.gll, its. diftin’ and ipertering 4Par 

whet very fewatez. When, hayg bid dows 
res of Facts, jult.ag they. happen’d, ag the Contrivance 
and Progrefs of this Byl, and raken,pf.that fupesficial 
Glofs a falfe Khetorick and, .beayy,Declamation, by 
which the ini have atte peas refent the Tori 


_ this. fingle os thet fappoting it were a falft Steg; 
€ 
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S 
as Enemies to, Trade; it will appear, that.in the Cong. 
duct of this Bill, they have a&tedjby Principles and, que 
of a fincere Love,of the Publick,, and,tender, Regard for 
the, Welfare and: doterch, of ther Fellow-Subieds ff 
whiff, their Accufers,-on the ,oshes Hand, have, 
ceeded entirely ,upon Pique and Party-Malice, yh; 
Tsick’d and, Shuffi'd in the bafe imaginable, 4 

fy 


eft mapner ie 
‘ 4 il 4 
fapttified by. a dattle Succefs, afford ss,.an, Opportung 






and, whilft they Triumph in haying, their 
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of expofing them té thé mote geneous Part of Man- 
kind, to al who are protefled Enemies to Falthood and 
Treachery. 


During the War with France, our Trade to that King- 
dom was Prohibited, and all Merchandizes coming from 
thence thro’ other Countries were loaded with: fuch 
high Duties as were almoft equal to a general Prohibi- 
tion. This was done by Ati of Parliament, and made into 
a laws The chief Reafon aflign’d tor pafling thefe Laws, 
was to cut off all Correfpondence, of another Sort, with 
a certain Cowrt then relident in that Kingdom ; which 
Correfpondence 1 know of none that were detected in 
carrying on, except One or Two, whom the Fattion are 
pleas’d to reckon as their Firft-rate Hero’s. It was not 
faid at that time, that the Trade to France was Difad- 

ntageous to Great Britain. On the contrary, tho’ the 
oa King had put us under fome Hardihips by his 
Ediéis, yet when the Duich agreed to carry on that 
Trade, very many of the Whig-Writers here, who had 
then almoft engrofs’d the Prefs to themfelves, contend- 
ed publickly in Print for our coming into the Projett ; 
notwithftanding the Difadvantages we lay ander, by 
France’s going off from the old Tariffs, which in Time of 
War fhe was not bound to ftand to. Great numbers 
of out Merchants were very eager for this Propofal : 
Schemes were deliver'd in, which plac'd the Ballance to 
our Side ; and we were put in mind of the Datch Sub- 
tilry and Cunning, efpecially in point of Trade, as well 
worthy our Imitation, However, for the Reafons aboye- 
mention’d, this Ttade was rejected ; and the better to 
win ts off, very large Offers were made us on the fide 
of Laly and Portugal, by way of Compenfation, which 
were never fully made good, when the other Project 
was rejected, and the Bulk of our Commerce of necef- 
fity devolv'd to thofe Countries. Thus things ftood at 
the opening of the Congres at Utrecht: Where the 
Britife Plenipotentiaries, aéting altogether by Deputation 
from the Prerogative, had no Power to Treat for the 
Repeal of an Ati od Parliament, otherwife than condi- 
tionally ; and therefore the 8th and gth Articles could not 
be abfolutely fettled, without refort to the Britifh Parlia- 
ment, who were to confirm and make them Good in 
Conjunétion with the Crown. The Miniftry could not 
tear doubt, but the Trade to France would be highly 

neficial to us, efpecially as they had now fettled ir. 
All the Books and Accounts, upon a juft Medinm, con- 
curr’d to place the Ballance to our Side. The Whigs 
were sseelly for it, when it was in a much worfe Con- 
dition. It feem’d a Point eftablifh'd by general Con- 
fent ; but that nothing might be negle&ted which could 
direé their Caution in fo tender an Article, The Com- 


' miffioners for Trade and Plantations were ordered to make 
the beft ir 


uiries they could. The Companies and Cor- 
porations of Merchants, with moft of the Ports, Towns, 
and Cities, remarkable for Commerce, and feveral emi- 
hent Traders ~ 3 to, and eee de ed ace 
cordingly in inions, | 
$e Perkin for whatbes they tho ht would be of A 
wantage to our Manutactures and merce. All agreed 
that the opening of the French Trade was a publick Bene- 
fit; and nothing material was omitted, that they had Pe- 
tition’d for. .With fo much Tendernefs, Wifdom, and 
Caution, did the Government proceed in this Affair ! 
But the Whigs, who were al? along Enemies to the Peace, 
faid hold on this Difference between the Legi/lature and 
Prerogative ; and finditig, that the 8th and oth Arfitle: 
minft of courfe ¢ome into Parliament, they refolv'd, if 
; to ate se, and thereby 4 saa whole 
; at a ‘Re upon it. 
colingly the} west to work with their ufial Arti 
fices: vilely mifteprefented’ the Treaty, before it 
came out ; and afterwards, ftrain’d their Wits to put 
wrong and unheard-of Conftructions' upon it. They 
knew that the French Trade had been long difus'd, and 
that our Merchants were fix’d in their fs with 
ther Countries: That fome w not, and others 
} not able to retmove their Scock or Crédit into a 
ww ‘Channel ; and chat thofe engag’d elfewhere would 


° 
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ctifice any thing to that Idol : Out of thefe they dres R 
Select Body, who appear'd at the Bar of the Lord; .,; 
Commons ; where, inftead of {peaking pertinently, vo: ;, 
the contefted Points, they were tau a to refleé on ¢}, 
Treaty in general, to rail at the French, and applayj 
former Meafures. In the mean time, they had Emiffiri., 
up and down, in the Country Towns and Boroughs, ¢, 
rfuade the People, that their Manufactures were jy 
nger, and to promote Petitions againft the Bill. T), 
Weavers, in particular, were tamper’d with; and fon, 
were fo Impudent as to threaten us with their Nunley, 
This fi ed but too well; the other Party not being 
quick enough to ward the Blow; and tho’ the Whig; 4 
not like that part of the Farce, yet many who brough 
up Addreffes of Thanks for the Peace in one Pocke 
brought, at the fame time, Petitions againff the Bill jy, 
the other. Was not this now a perplexing Juncur 
and how could the Tories manage with their wont 
Diftretion and publick Spirit? Many, who faw thz 
the Bill was Good, voted for it; jaftly imagining, thy 
the oppofition made to it would foon wear off, when 
People came to underftand things better, and to taf th 
Benefits of what they at selete rejected. But fome, 
who faw fuch a Body of Traders appear againft the Bil 
in which themfelves were moft concern’d, refolv’d, ou 
of a Principle of Tendernefs and Indulgence, to gratify 
their prefent Miftakes, by throwing it out ; and yet thy 
the Publick might not lofe the Benefit of fo wholefn 
a Law, they Addrefs'd Her Majeffy to prepare Matter 
againft the mext Parliament in fuch a manner, that Hy 
Subjefts might more readily accept the many Advan 
tages She had procur’d for them in Trade, when thy 
had impartially weigh’d and throughly underftood then 
So that the Debate between the Tories did not turn upon 
any Difference fo much about the Matter, as about th 
Timing and Circumftances of the Bill ; tho’ the Whigs had 
given out fuch a Report, in dire& oppofition to thei 
own Knowledge and Senfes. Bur this Spirit of Untnth 
and Treachery, improv'd upon them. When ‘the Hil 
was rejefted, they would have made it a Party-Cash, 
and fuggefted, that fome of the Tories had deferted to 
them, and that they were now the Majority, or at leaf 
a very formidable Body in the Afoufe. An Abfurdity 
fo oy and foolifh, that the very Footmen about th 
Lobby could laugh at it: And fo far were they fiom 
owning their Pretended Converts, that in their Print 
Lifts, they call them Whimificals, by way of Diferace fot 
their Voting with a Fattion, When they were dif 
ointed in their Firft Defign, to quath the Peace by thi 
rick, then they gave their Conduct another Tum; 
they nu igang their own Party as the moft Public 
Spirited, and moft Tender of the Interefts and Defies 
of their Fellow Subjects ; tho’ they had been all alom 
Confederates in the Proje&t to difturb their Peace, ani 
by their Lyes and Mifreprefentations had betray’d them 
into many Errors ; whence fome were inftructed to Pt 
tition for what was granted already, others to remonfiate 
—_ what was never Intended by the Government; 
third Sort to contradict that Opinion themfelves hi 
formerly given in of Trade, and not a few to ask fu 
what, if granted, muft certainly have prov’d their Rum 
Upon the whole ; let the World judge whether tk 
Tories, on both Sides of the ection, have not a¢tedi 
this Affair with all imaginable Regard for che Welfare 
Of thofe sei ahy seme -7 with a hearty Concern fit 
Trade, and a fincere Affection, for the Publick ; ai 
whether, on the other Hand, the bigs have not ful 
fhewn their own ‘inveterate Nature’ on this Occafion: 
their rank bs and Party-Malice, their Jove of Brois 
and Feuds, their longing for Confufion, their _ perfeve 


rance in Falfhood and Treachery, their narrow felfit 


Spirit, and mafterly Performanices in-the ways of Chi 
canry and Deceit. It is impoflible but our Countryme’ 
efpecially the Britifh Electors, muft now clearly dicen 
the True Patriots from the Fife, fince the only piece © 
Management, upon which the Wigs value themfelves,» 


really fo greata Reproach to them ; and the orily Excey & 


tion, they are pleafed to make to the Condutt of th 


be Selfifi enough’ to oppofe the opening of anew Tories, does, upon a full Examination, redound fo mu 
Bratich of Commetce; ‘however berieficial to the Pub- to their Credit and Honour. 

lick, They had-others, fo bigorted to Fitlion, as to Sa- 
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